d-Waiter in the Port of Landon, 


Humbly ſubmitted to the PozLIcx, eſpecially 
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TO THE 
Right Honourable 
Samuel Lord Jauchs, 
of Omberſley. Gs 


My Los, 
Ltho' my being. beholding to your 
A Lordſhip for my Employment in his 
Majeſty's Revenues of the Cuſtoms 
is owing to a ſecondary Cauſe ; yet the gene- 
rous and difintereſted Manner of your Lord- 
ſhip's beſtowing it upon me was ſuch, as 
ſhall always command (the only thing I am 
capable of ) my moſt grateful and dutiful Ac- 
knowledgments : Nor ought ſuch rare Exam 
ples of generons Friendſhip be paſs'd over in 
filence, in an Age, wherein Leſſons are taught 
and Examples enforc'd of quĩte a contrary Na- 


Iture/ 
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honourable Promiſe, in my Behalf, was made 


| a - 2} ) N. 


ture; and wherein a Race of groveling, ſelf- | 


| intereſted Men endeavour, with conſummate 
Aſſurance, to diſcountenance thoſe noble | 
Principles of Humanity, Generoſity, and 
Benevolence, by which Engliſomen, and par- 
ticularly the Nobility, have been always di- 
ſtinguiſh'd. It is true, my Lord, that your 


to a noble Lady, who, in her awn natural 
Diſpoſition, was an Original of the ancient 
Nobility of this new- faſhionꝰd Land; a true 
Copier after her own great endes; the 
higheſt Inſtance of conjugal Affection to her 
noble Lord when living; the tendereſt and 
beſt of Parents to her Children and Grand- 
children; the moſt conſiderate and hu- 
mane Landlady to her Tenants; the kindeſt 
Miſtreſs to her Servants; and the ſincereſt 
and heartieſt of Friends to any that had a De- 
pendance upon her, and the moſt benevolent” 


to all the reſt of the World, as the was a 


charitable, good pits, without Affec- 


tation. 

This noble Counteſs of Grail "PE a 
Mind exalted above the low, mean-ſpirited 
Views of the latter Part of the Age the liv'd 

. in. 
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in. She was a Lady of great Reflection; 
ſaw better Times, and more upright Actions; 
could look back with Pleaſure into the Story 
of her great Arceſtors, and from thence 
draw Leſſons of Examples ſuitable to _ 
higheſt Dignities. 

As I have had the Honour of eating the 
_ greateſt Part of my Bread under the Roofs of 
ſome of the old Nobility of England, I there- 
fore ſhall always pay as high a Veneration to 
their great Memories as is poſſible, without 
being guilty of Superſtition : And as there is 
ſomething very diſtinguiſhing in the Pedigree | 
of this noble Lady, my Patroneſs, in a Book 
entitled, The Hiſtorical and Genelogical Ac- 
count of the Nobility of England, (which 
Compendium was given me by a noble Lord 
now dead) I humbly beg Leave to treſpaſs 
upon a few of your Lordſhip's leiſure Mo- 
ments to peruſe a Tranſcript of . N. 
ges thereof. i 

« My Author begins with the Deſcent of 
a this noble Family from Rollo, the firſt Duke 
« of Normandy; and fays, that there were 
Earls of Corbeil in that Country, for ſome 


Ages before they came into England. 
„That 
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That two Brothers, namely, Robert Fitz- 


Hammond and Richard de Granville, ac- 


company d William, the Norman Duke, 
(commonly call'd the Conqueror) in his 


« Expedition into England, and were preſent 
« with him at the great Battle of Haſtings in 
« Suſſex, where King Harold was flain ; and 


« for their ſingular Valour and Services, the 


e ſaid Duke beſtowed on them very large 
Gifts and Honours, particularly on Richard 
« de Granville the Caſtle and Lordſhip of 


« Biddeford, with other Lordſhips and Poſ- + 
_ « ſeſſions in Devon, Cornwall, Somerſetſhire, 


« and Buckinghamſhire. After the Death 


of the aid William the Conqueror, the 


« ſaid Robert Fitz-hammon (chuſing twelve 
% Knights for his Companions, of which 


„ his Brother Richard de Granville was one) 


* enter'd Wales with an Army, defeating the 
« Welſh, flew Rbeſe their Prince, made an 
te entire Conqueſt of Glamorganſhire, and 
* forced the reſt of Males to pay Tribute to 


the King of England. Wherefore King 


* Wilkam Rufus, in Conſideration of theſe, 
t and other great Services of the faid Fitz- 


 * bammon, and being likewiſe his near Kinſ- 


man, 
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=? man, created him a free Prince of all his 9 


_ conquered Lands' in Wales, holding the 
« ſame in Vaſſalage of the King's as his chief 
« Lord, which the ſaid Fitz-hammon gene- 
e rouſly divided betwixt himſelf and * 
te twelve Knights, his Companions. 

« King William Rufus dying, the ſaid. 
© Fitz-hammon, who by his great Exploits 
© had now gained himſelf the Name of the 
« Great Fitz-hammon, was ſent by King 
* Henry I. as General of his Army, againſt 
« France, where he received a Wound by . 
« the Puſh of a Pike upon his Temple, 
« whereof he died: The Titles of the faid 
& Robert Fitz-hammon were as follow: Sir 
© Robert Fitz-hammon, by the Grace of God, 
Prince of Glamorgan, Earl of Corbeile, 
e Baron of Thorigny and Granville, Lord of 
ce Glouceſter, Briſtol, Tewkeſbury, and Car- 
te duff, Conqueror of Wales, near Kinſman 
* to the King, and General of binn $ 
Army in France. 

e Robert Fitz-hammon thus dying, and 
leaving Iflue one only Daughter, Richard 
de Granville, his Brother, as the pext 
% Heir-Male, inherited by the Norman 

| Laws 


r 
- vill 
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Laws all the Eſtate and Honours of his 
Family in Nor mandy, and thereby became 


Fal of Corbeile, Baron of Thorigny, Gran- 


« ville, &c. At his Town of Neitb, in Gla- 


| 66 mor ganſbire, he founded an Abby for reli- 


*gious Monks, and endowed the ſame with 


« all the Lands he held in Wales; and in 


« his old Age, according to the Devotion of 


« thoſe Times, he took upon him the Sign 
tc of the Croſs, and ſetting for ward for Jeru- 


M « ſalem, he died in his Journey, leaving 
4 Tflhe his Son Richard de Granville, Earl of 


* Corbeile, &c. who married Adalyne, Wi- 
« dow. to Hugh Mountfort, and eldeſt 


Daughter to Robert de Beaumont, Earl of 
% Mollent in France, and firſt Earl of Lei- 


* cefter in England after the Conqueſt, by 
t Elizabeth Daughter of Hugh, the great 
« Earl of Yer mandozis, Son of Henry King of 
« France, mixing thereby with the Blood of 
© the Houſe of Normandy the Blood Royal 
* of France, from whoſe Loins are directly 
© and lineally deſcended this famous and an- 
* cient Family of the Granules, ſeated in 


. Devon and Cornwall, no Subjects ever ſur- 


* — them in Valour and Nobleneſs of 
« Birth, 
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te Birth, nor in Loyalty and Fidelity to the 
Crotvn; which they have moſt eminently | 
« thewn in all Ages ſince the Conqueſt; a- 
<« mongſt whom muſt always be remem- 


« bered that famous Sir Richard, who in the 


t Reign of Queen Elizabeth, being then 
e Vice-Aditiiral of England, with a fingle 
« Ship did encounter the whole Armada of 
© of Sßuin, and with one hundred Men 
« fought againſt ten thouſand : Of this me- 
« morable Action Sir Walter Raleigh has 
te \ritten the Relation in a particular Trea- 
« tiſe ; and Sir Bevill, who ſo generouſly la- 
« yiſhed his Blood and Eſtate in Defence of 
« his King and Country in the Civil Wars, 
« dying like his great Anceſtor Fitz-hammon, 
« fighting with his Pike in his Hand at the 
© Battle of Lanſuown, leaving Iſſue John his 
Son and Heir, who by an immediate Suc- | 
e ceffion from Father to Son, beginning at 
te the Year of our Lord 876, from Robert 
« the Son of Rollo, being upwards of Boo 
« Years, was the thirtieth Earl of Corbezle, 
Baron of Thorigny and Gramville ; created 
aby King Charles II. Anno Domini 1661, 
* the 20th of April, Earl of Bath, Viſcount 
B e Landſdown, 
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 ** Landſdown, Baron of Biddeford and Kil. 

i hampton, Groom of the Stole, firſt Gen- 
tt tleman of the Bed-Chamber to his Ma- 
E jeſty, Lord Warden of the Stannaries, Lord 


« Lieutenant of the Counties of Cornwall 


ö 21 10 and Devon, Governor of Plymouth, and 
one of the Lords of his Majeſty's moft 
* honourable Privy-Council, Sc. which ſe- 


e veral Honours were conferred upon him 
“in Conſideration of his ſignal Services and 


e Sufferings in the Royal Cauſe, having, 


“upon the Death of his Father Sir Bevil, 


ee taken upon him the Command of his Re- 
« ygiment, being then but Sixteen Years of 
Age, and being preſent at ſeveral Battles 
* and Sieges, particularly at the Fight at 


te Newberry, where he was left among the 
“Dead; but was happily preſerved for an 
ce Action of the greateſt Glory and Impor- 
* tance to his Country, being the firſt and 
“and chief Inſtrument of that famous Ne- 
« gotiation with his Kinſman General Monk, 
* by which the Royal Family was re-in- 
« thron'd without Conditions. 
In memory of which, befides the afore- 
< {aid additional Honours, his Majeſty King 
„Charles 


* &% 
_ 
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« Charles II. did paſs a Warrant under the 
„ Privy-Seal, whereby he oblig'd himſelf, 
« and recommended it to his Succeflors, that. 
« in caſe of failure of Male Iſſue to General 
« Monk, the Title and Dukedom of Ar- 
*« 41arle ſhould deſcend to the faid Earl, and 
ee be continued in his Family: His Majeſty 
did likewife paſs to the ſaid Earl another 
% Warrant for the Earldon of Glamorgan, it 
« being the firſt Title enjoy'd by his Yeu! 
« Anceſtor Fitz-hammon.” | 
Who then, my Lord, can forbear admi- 
ring how gracioufly and juſt the beſt of 
Kings has lately beſtow'd the Badge of Roy- 
al Companionſhip upon the Deſcendant of 
ſo many loyal Heroes, who by Valour and 
Conduct in the Field, as well as their Pru- 
dence and Zeal in the Cabinet, were always 
ſtrenuous Supporters of his Royal Anceſtors, 
and the chief Inſtruments of reſtoring them 
to their juſt Rights, and the People of theſe. 
Kingdoms to their ancient Laws and Liber- 
ties, out of the Claws of Uſurpation, Ty- 
ranny, and Confuſion. 208! 
As for the perſona} Merits of that noble 


on I have heard it allowed by all, that- 
B 2 his 
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ſuch as this great Family of the en. 
have always been. 


Granville, amongſt ſome of the beſt of the 


his Majeſty's. Royal Approbation is the 
higheſt Teſtimony Mankind could have of 
paſt Services. | | 
May theſe Kingdoms therefore never want. 
a Succeſſor of his Majeſty's royal and: hu- 
mane Line; and may they always imitate. 
his Majeſty in his moſt prudent and mild 
Government of his People, in maintaining 
their Laws and Liberties: And may they 
never want able and faithful Miniſters and 
Servants to ſupport their royal Prerogatives, 


* I * * 3 6 * 
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Amen, | 
My Lord, as I had the great Honour to 
be perſonally known to the Counteſs of 


Nobility, for many Years, and partly i in her 
Ladyſhip's own Family, and in no mean 
Station, her Ladyſhip, according to her wont⸗ 
ed, Goodneſs, was greatly. pleaſed, that by 
your Lordſhip's kind Favous I was placed in 
what her Ladyſhip thought a genteel Poſt, 
and in Proſpect of a decent Subſiſtance os 
for myſelf and Family, which her Ladyſhip. 
knew very well was large ; and indeed were 
Things rightly conſidered and diſtributed, 

that 
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that would have been the Caſe, though net 


without ſome Fatigue. My, Lord, I have, 
known the Cuſtom» Houſe when the Land- | 
Waiters were a Set of Gentlemen, and were | 
treated as ſuch by their Superior, and. re- 
ſpeted.by all thoſe ho had any; Buſineſs to 
to tranſact with them, as the King's imme- 
diate Servants; and, indeed, if they, act up- 
ri ght in their Station, it is a Poſt of great | 
Care and Conſequence, both to his Majeſty | 
and the Publick, by having, the Care of land- 
ing; and. diſcharging. all Commodities im- 
ported, whether by Weight, Tale, Gauge, 

Meaſure, or Value ſworn. to; and the Mer- 

chants often agree with their Dealers by the 
Land-Waiters Accounts, taken at the King's, 
Beam, where Duties are not aſcertain'd i in 

the Book of Rates; which laſt Article they 

are authorized by Law to challenge and de- 
tain, upon Suſpicion that the King is 
wrong d of his Duty by the Importer or his 
Agent, ſwearing to an Undervalue of the. 
Commodity, as ſometimes happens to be the. 
Caſe,; They may alſo proſecute and detain 
all Commodities entered or imported con- 
trary to the Act of Navigation, or the 2 
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of the Revenue, even though the Commiſ- 


ſioners ſhould order the Delivery: They are 
anſwerable for the King's Duties for all the 
Ships and Commodities given them in 
Charge by Warrant, and in giving of Credit; 
if the Merchant ſhould fail they muſt make 


It good, for which very Reafon they ought to 


have all fair, equal, and advantageous Turns, 
and Lots of Ships and honeſt Fees, in or- 
der to enable them to make good any | 
Misfortune that may happen, as humane 
Wiſdom and Foreſight is not always guarded 


againſt future Events, 
And however ſome modern Commiſſioners 


may think fit to Brow-beat and diſcourage 
ſome, and careſs and over gorge others (for 
what Reaſon they know beſt who practice 
ſach Partialities) which will always prove in- 
jurious and of Prejudice to the King, and 
many others concern'd. It is the Buſineſs 
of King's Waiters and Land-waiters, whofe 
Number are near Sixty, to deliver all the 
Ships that come into the Port of Longon ; 
and for ſome few conſtantly to be put u vin 
the beſt Ships, out of their faid Turns or 


Lots, and like ſo many Robin good Fel- 
lows, 
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lows, ſkim/off the Cream; whilſt others, 
as the Bears in Riga, may lick their Paws; 
for here, my Lord, the Preference is not 
given to the moſt knowing or diligent: And 
I am apt to believe, that had Perſons/ of 
Diſtinction, of both Sexes, known (that 
when they importune the Commiſſioners to 
favour their Dependants or Friends with the 
beſt Ships, they were at the ſame time put- 
ting very great Hardſhips upon others, who 
have Rerſon to expect their ſaid Turn or 
Lot on the beſt as well as the worſt Ships, 
both in Number and Value) they would de- 
ſiſt from ſuch Solicitations. 

And thoſe Commiſſioners who do not re- 
gard the Golden Rule, are like Parents who 
make partial Diſtributions among their Chil- 
dren; for I dare ſay your Lordſhip's Can- 
dour will think it very unreaſonable, that 
ſome Men ſhall be enabled to make ſix times 
the Profits with others in the ſame Employ- 


ment, without any ſuperior and n. 
Merit. 

And here I muſt do Sir * 8 
Bart. and B—7 H-, Eſq; the Juſtice to 
ſay of them, that my Brother Officers, with 

much 
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much Gratitude, always acknowledged their 


equitable manner of Appointment to Ships 
in their turn; or to fay properly, their 
Week, according to the Maxim of the ce- 
. — N n 
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ner of my being introduced into my little 
Employment, it being without Prejudice or 
Expence to any, of doing any thing incon- 
fiſtent with an honeſt Man; and for that 
Reaſon, were there no other, I reſolved ne- 
ver to do any thing, or come into any Mea- 
ſures that might diſcredit thoſe who have 
honour'd me with their Friendſhip, in pre- 
feting me in the Cuſtom- Houſe, or 2 
to my Duty and Oath to his Majeſty, and 

the inviolable Regard T have for the Inſtruc- 
tions of the honourable Board that preſides 
over me, which never leſſened my good 
Wiſhes and Zeal for the Intereſt of the mer- 
cantile'Part of my Country, in giving them 
the 


look'd\ back with Pleaſare upon the Man- | 
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the Turn of the Scale, it being what the i 
King and the Law allows; and doing any 
other good Turn to forward and diſpatch 
their Buſineſs, without any ee Fee 
or Reward. 
But, my noble Lord, dearly bought Ex- | 
perience has convinced me, that this Con- 
duct and thoſe Precautions, will not always 
protect or ſecure a Man againſt the Machi-. 
nations of Men, who want the neceffary 
Ingredients of Honour and Virtue in their 
Compoſition, 

My Lord, as I have been ſuſpended 100 
doing the Duty of my Employment in his 
Majeſty's Service. for more than a Year 
paſt ; and that the World. will imagine this 
could not happen without a fair Hearing 
and an adequate Crime; and as removing 
Prejudices, and placing Things in their true 
and faireſt Light, is looked upon to be the 
beſt of human Actions in reſpect to others, 
ſo I hope it will be your Lordſhip's Opinion 
a Man owes and has the fame Right to 
Juſtice in Behalf of himſelf, to ſatisfy his 
Friends and the reſt of the World, when 
the Intereſt of his ſuffering Family and 
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(what is more tender, if any can be ſo) bis A 


Reputation 1 is concern'd. | 
It is a Duty I owe your Lordlkip,: a 


| the Memory of aiy noble Patroneſs and her 
illuſtrious Off. ſpring; nor have I any other 
Means to do this than by ſetting forth the 


original Tranſactions, the Order of the Board 
of Commiſſioners for my Juſtification, and 


the material Part of the ſeveral Remonſtrances 


laid before that honourable Board, for more 


than twelve Months ſucceſſively, without 
being heard, or having received any Anſwer 
but a Suſpenſion as aſoreſaid. 


1 am now haſtening to lay my hard Caſe 
before your Lordſhip in the following Pa- 


ges; and while you are taking Leiſure to 


peruſe them, I humbly beg Leave to retire 
trom your Preſence in great Confuſion, for 
my Misfortune in being under a Neceſſity 


of giving your Lordſhip this Trouble, and 


taking ſo great Liberty, which I hope 1 
Lordihip 8 Goodneſs will excuſe. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
Dur Lordſbip's mioſt obliged | 
and moſt obedient humble Servant. 
Maurice Butler, 


.D'EDITCATION. M 
P. > A chere are never wanting Cavil- Tt 
lers, eſpecially at what they do not like or 
reliſh, and who may criticize upon my dwel- 
ling upon the Pedegree of this noble Family | 
of the Granvilles (which however is not one 
Tenth of what Hiftory contains) I would * 
anſwer ſuch by the following Reaſons, vx. 
That as the ambitious Views, and Envy of 
ſome of our neighbouring Nations have 
evermore been endeavouring to break in 
upon the beautiful Frame of our Govern- 
ment and Conſtitution ;' and where their 
Emiſſaries, Spies, and Informers have not had 
Effect enough, they have not been wanting 
in Endeavours to corrupt not only our Mi- 
niſters and Senators, but even our crown'd 
Heads ; and whenever their Schemes has 
prevailed ſo as to throw us into Commo- 
tions, and that Men of Honour and Pro- 
bity being out-number'd, or either loſing 
their Lives in the Confuſion, or were obli> 
ged to ſtand off till the fierce Conflict of 
Fermentatian was over, the Mud being fub- 
fided, and the Fountain clear for all to take 
wholeſome Draughts, even then there ne- 
ver were wanting Mutineers, with muddy 
1-3 # Heads 
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Heads and bad Hearts, to plunge in, diſturb. 
the Stream, poiſon ſome, and incommode all 
with their Folly, Zeal, and Madneſs: When- 


ever ſuch fatal Events happened, it has al- 


ways been found that Men of Honour, Cou- 
rage, and Reſolution were thoſe who te- 
ſtor'd the Fountain to its former Tranſpa- 
rency, and brought Rule, Order, Peace and 


Plenty to the Land. And, my Lord, as we 
have a great Number of young People, both 
Nobility, Gentry, and Yeomanry, who 


whenever the Defence of their King, Laws, 
and Liberty of their Country may make it 


neceſſary, ought to lead forth, and call upon 


their Friends, Neighbours, and Dependants; ; 
and as we may {till be liable to thoſe Con- 
vulſions as formerly, either from abroad or 


at home, or both, I hope it will be deem'd 


no bad Policy, that whoever ſets Pen to Pa- 
per . (eſpecially what appears in publick) to 
point out or illuſtrate the great Character of 
ſome of the moſt remarkable of our Ance- 
ſtors, for their virtuous Deportment, and 
their Adherence to the Publick Good : And 
that in order to raiſe in the Minds of all 


thoſe young People a generous and noble 
Spirit 
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Spirit of Emulation (Example generally 
making a deeper Impreſſion than Precept) 
thoſe who are wholy ignorant of the military 
Art, Literature, the Laws and Conſtitutions 
of their Country, and want of Courage, Ho- 
nour, and Probity, will neither defend us in 
the Field with the Sword, nor in the Senate- 
Houſe with their Eloquence and ſound 
Reaſoning. It may be infinuated alſo, that 
T had it in View to pay a Complement to a - 
certain noble Peer, a Friend of your Lord- 
ſhip's. But thoſe who may thus reaſon or 
cavil, ought to know that noble Lord has a 
Mind exalted above mean and ſervile Adula- 
tion, or fulſome Panegyrick, from abler 
Pens and Heads than my weak one, 


PREFACE. 
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S PREFACE. 

= y Hope it is out of queſtion wwith-all reaſonable 

, © Beings, that every Man has a natural Right, 
Aud conſequently a natural Defire of vindicating 
their Charafer, Conduct, and Reputation When 

put to the Teſt, by the Machinations, Power, and 
Malice of bad Men. . te c e gy 
I ben any Diſpute happens in @ publick Office, 
it then becomes a publick Accuſation; and the Si- 
lence of the Accus d in fuch a Caſe, will be deem d 
a Self Convittion in the Opinion of the World, let 
his Innocence be never ſo: great: Nur are bis Ad- 
ver/aries ever wanting in exaggerating of Crimes, 
and blackning his Reputation, in order ta cover 
their own bad Aions. © FIG | 
And when ſuch are upbeld by Men ſwelling with 
Ambition, innured to Pallacy and Intrigue, and 
giddy with a Notion of Power, whether real or 
imap inary, the innocent Perſon has ſtill the harder 
Taſk to come at Juſtice. When a Man under theſe 
Circumſtances has, for a long Courſe of Time, taten 
all neceſſary, modeſt, and regular Steps to dejire 4 
fair Hearing, and Redreſs from thoſe who are im- 
mediately put into Authority over bim, and that 
without Effet?, then it is to be preſum d by every 
Man of Candour, that be is undir an unavoidable 
Neceſſity to lay his Caſe befort the Publict, as it 
Ha public Concern both 40 the King and People; 
as the Suppreſſion and Prevention of arbitrary 
Rule, and the trampling upon the Laws of the 
Land and common Fuſtice, is not only the Cauſe of 


the Legiſlature, but that of every Man in Great- 
Britain. | 
It 


xxiv PREFACE. e 


It will bardly be believed, that a Number if 
Gentlemen of Birth and Families, could bt induc*d 
to ſhow any ſort of Severity, or extend any Puniſh- 
ment that. ſtrikes at the Bread and Reputation of 
an Officer acting in the King and Publick*s Service, 
agreeable to the ſettled Laws and Maxims ef the 
Cuſtoms, and their own Approbation, under-/ign'd 
by their Secretary, which ſee Page 31. In common 
Juſtice to ſome worthy Members of that honoura- 
ble Board, I think myſelf oblig*d to exclude from 
the Matter of my Complaint ſuch, Gentlemen as 
wege then in the Country, or not in the Commiſſion, 
and therefore as I imagine no ways privy thereto. 
William Levintz, Z/q; Wardel George Weltby, 
Efq; Richard Hooper, E/; (not then in the Com- 
miſſion) and Brian Fairfax, Eſq; was, 1 hope, in 
Heaven enjoying the Reward of a long well-ſpent 
worthy Life, free from Malice, Partiality, or Cor- 
ruption ; and Sir Robert Baylis, I think, was 
neither alive nor dead in reſpect to Bujineſs. For 
as much as 1 do not know all, or who were at ihe 
Board, I know thoſe Gentlemen I have diſtin- 
guiſh'd above were not. And as fatal Neceſſity, 
the Bread of my Family, and my own Reputation 
bas oblig * me to put myſelf upon my Country, by 
laying my Caſe before them; and after conſidering 
thereof, and an impartial Enquiry into any Charge 
that may be brought againſt me by my Adverſa- 
ries, I ſhall bumbly hope for an equitable and can- 
did Acquital, if my Caſe deſerve it, and only beg 
for a mature and deliberate reading of the follow: 
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A True 0 0 p Y of a ret to 
the Commiſſioners of his Majeſty” s Cuſ- 
toms, delivered to Gn V =, Eſq; 
one bf the ſaid Commiſſioners, at his 
Lodging in G—n-S——=-, before his 
Brother-in-Law and Siſter, in order to 
be laid before the Board, the 14th of 


September, 1748. Preſented ** Mau. 
Butler, Land-waiter. | 


May it pleaſe your Honours, 


R. Moſes Mantifiorie 1 made an 

Entry, bearing Date the 8th inſtant, 

in the Ship Roland from Leghorn, Thomas Brook 
Commander, of eight Barrels, containing twelve 
hundred Weight of Gum Almonds, Value 12 1. 
and I apprehending there was no ſuch Denomina- 
tion of Gum in the Hiſtory of Drugs, and like- 
wiſe deſiring the Gentlemen of the Land-fur- 
veyors Office to inſpect the Book of Rates, and 
they not finding any ſuch Denomination of 
Merchandize, I have ſtopped the ſame for your 
Honours Determination, in N to the 
| A | - Regu-. 


Regularity of the Entry, or otherwiſe, a5 your 


Honours ſhall think proper, 
| Fi: r Fw 
ee fend Conc, 
Mau. BuTLz, 


P. S. J have ſhewn a Sample to ſome People 
of Eminence in the Druggiſts Way, and 
who inform me they never heard of ſuch a 
Drug as Gum Almonds, and that it is 


Gum Senega. 


Ditto 15, Kal. Hands on theſe Goods 1 
the Commiſſioners Order, 


WX. Woop. , 


The Original is in the Officer's Poſſeſſion, to 
be ſeen by any that deſire it. 


- 


It is to be preſumed, the Order of the Board | 
above will amount to an Approbation of the 


£ Officer 8 Conduct 1 in this Tranſaction. 


Be pleaſed to obſerve, that although the 
Commiſſioners Anſwer to my Repreſentation 


was ſigned 7 bur ſday, September I5. it was 
kept 


| 27 10 ORE 
2 — hl 3 a 
brought me by the Way of the Warehouſe by 
Mr. CY, and how he came by it he knows beſt, 
as does Mr. S——y -, why he did not 
let me have it the ſame Day, according to the 
conſtant Uſage of the Houſe, and particularly 
as Mr. /—-1 told me when the Board was up, 
my Paper was anſwered, and it would be fent 
me, I being then in waiting for it, and not're-. 
ceiving it, I ſent into the Board-Room to Mr. 
- by one of his Meſſengers, who ſent me 
out Word my Paper was ſent out; but to 
whom, for what End, or Reaſon, or why not 
to me, whoſe Right it was to have it I never: 
could learn, and he alone ought to anſwer; if 
Juſtice was to take Place at the C-m-h=-e, . 
The Reader may be pleaſed to obſerve in this 
Interval, between my laying the Caſe before the 
Board, and Mr. . - ret Fins 
from Kent, being five Days; and my Paper, 
with the Order of the Board, as above, being 
brought me, thoſe Goods, which I had cauſed 
the King's Mark to be put upon, and charged 
with the King's Watch, were diſcharged with- 
out my Knowledge or Conſent ; the firſt Pre- 
cedent, I dare ſay, that ever happened in the 
Cuſtoms, or elſewhere, for one Officer to dif: 
charge what another has put in Charge, without 
D 2 his 


(28) 


his Knowledge; but as I had placed my Confi- 
dence in Mr. ——, as a profeſſed Friend, 
Ivrote and ſent him a Letter to his Houſe at 
Greenwich, to acquaint him with all that paſſed, 
and did not doubt but a Man of his Spirit would 
call all to Account at his Return, for thoſe irre- 
gular Steps, and treating a Man ill in his Ab- 
ſence, that put himſelf under his Protection; 
but the Sequel will ſhew his Behaviour to me 
upon this and other Occaſions, and the different 
Conduct obſerved towards his Friend Booty and 
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ut _ myſelf ; nor do I know I ever did any thing 
j 5 that ſnould diſoblige him but in doing my Duty, 
Wi! and then I thought-I was doing him Honour ; 
bt it is true, that he was very earneſt with me to 
. get him introduced to a certain noble Peer, who 


1 


then was talked of as going into ſome high Sta- 
tion at Court; this I had the Grace to decline, 
which I preſume put me in great Diſgrace with 
his Honour; who can help ill Luck, or guard 
againſt faithleſs Friends? 
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he” True 0 0 P Y If a ON On: = | 
to the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtogs, | 
dated the 3oth of September, 1748. 


May it pleaſe your Honours, 


HAVE waited with great Humility: an 
Patience for your Honours' Determina- 
tion, in reſpect to the Matter laid before your 
honourable Board, relating to the . 
. rie's Entry. a 

I have attended the Land- ſurveyors, and 
anſwered all the Queſtions demanded by them 
of me, in an open and diſintereſted Manner, and 
what the Reſult of their Repreſentation to your 
Board was, I am hitherto an utter Stranger to, 
any more than I have met with very great In- 
ſults, and Threats of malicious Informations, 
from thoſe whom I apprehend ought to lend mg 
their Aſſiſtance in Diſcharge of that Duty. + 

I ſhould have been glad if your Honours had 
been pleaſed to countenance me in ſetting forth. 
my Allegations before your honourable Board, 
and hope it is no more than what is conſiſtent 
with Equity and Juſtice, and agreeable to Uſage 
on the like Occaſicns.--- The Ungentleman-like 


Treatment I met with from Ms. B— in his 
Office, 
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doing what he thinks his Duty, moſt unhappy 
is the Condition of ſuch a Perſon. | 


63600 

Office, foreign to the Matter in | Queſtion, 1 
don't pretend to trouble your Honours! with 
any Complaint about, that being reſerved for 
another Occaſion, but not meanly behind his 
Back. der 

I never did propoſe to trouble your Honaurs 
barely upou my own Suggeſtion, and only have 
deſired the Teſtimony of others may be taken 
upon the whole Matter. f an Officer 
under your Honour's Direction, is to be ob- 
ſtructed, threatned, and menaced for honeſtly 


I have from the firſt Moment of entering the 
Service, and particularly upon this Occaſion, 
put myſelf under the Protection of your ho- 
nourable Board, and ſhall always hope to meet 
with that Candour, Impartiality, and Juſtice, 
conſiſtent with your Honours, as a collected 
Body appointed by his Majeſty, betwixt him- 
ſelf, his Subjects and Servants, notwithſtand- 
ing any Endeavours that may be made uſe of by 
artful Men to obſtruct it. Which is humbly ſub- 
mitted, by 

May it pleaſe your Houonrs, 
Your Honours much obliged 
Maſt obedient humble Servant. 


To the Hon. Commiſſioners | | 
of his Majefty's Cuſtoms, Mau. Butler. 
| g K | A 


A Copy. of a Remonſirance to the 
Commiſſioners of the Fry 0 
October 3; 1, /* 1. 


May it pleaſe Han, 
FT: might have been expetied, that. in pot 


Matter laid before your Honours on Fri- 

day the twenty-firſt of laſt Month, con- 
cerning the Ship Society, and the two Weighers 
therein mentioned, I ſhould have been more 
particular in reſpect to the Quantity of Hemp 
delivered by thoſe two Perſons without a Land- 
waiter ; which was, as near as I can recollect, 
and was informed by the Captain, four or five 
and thirty Bundles the eleventh, and five or ſux 
on the twelfth that Morning before I went to 
work, 

It may be Matter of Enquiry, why I did not 
lay the Affair before your Honours ſome Days 
ſooner z but when it is conſidered how ungrate- 
ful a Taſk Things of this Nature muſt be to a 
generous Mind, and alſo the Treatment I have 
lately met with for doing what I thought the 

indiſ- 


2. 
— — m - 
— — — 
* 


_ HER XII” A is <4 
— - . ” - _ 
- wn” ——_ — TIT. es = 
ye . — 2 — — — — 8 2 5 
— 2 — _ = 
JA EILETTE.CC 7 bn — 1-7 L 
2 _—_ by . - — dh — 
23 — — - — — 4 —_— 
— 


33 


">. - 


= = 
— — — - — 
— = - — 


— * - 
: — 


— 


8 
—— | hd 
OO _ — 


= 
— 
2 
— 
* - 
— — 
— — _—_— 


—— — —  - 
WL, 
7 a 
7 - 
ht . . 


wa, ,4 5 — <. « - 
«= ode 232 
end 2 >—we- —— 
A * = ws — 
— wo = — 


* — 
K 


9 _ 4 
4 


- 
_  - 


7 3 
— - — — - — * 
» . r ˖·r¹ůãQgm nne. 


. - - * _ 
- 1 0 
—_ - 
—- . * 
gy — | _ — — — 
. 


8333 
— — 
— 2 


— 


- 
— — —¼ 
- w — 


9 
— — - 
— - 


- — 


* a _- 


— 


332 &* — 
rr 


F 


WV 


_ 


— — 
> 


_ —— 

— — 
— _ q 

- — 


5 Mr ts.” ed” 


= — — 


<< c 


— 


P CT 


— 


- — . 5 
— — 
2 
* 
6327 4's ot rn > - 
= _— Mo 22 2 SV -- 
r emer r rrToeora ri... 
=_ 


2 


wi. 


N— — — m 
—— 2 4 — 


indiſpenſible Duty of my Office, and laying the 


ſame before your Honours for Advice and A- 


ſiſtance, only to ſet ſome Matters right, which 
I apprehended were wrong. | 

Theſe Reaſons I humbly hope will be a ſuf⸗ 
ficient Apology with your Honours: Ba: 

I really had a great Reluctancy to charge, and 
a Tenderneſs for theſe two Meh, as the Bread of 
their Families depended upon their little Em- 
ployments, and who (I have Reaſon to believe) 
and was told by them, did no more than what 
they were commanded by my Partner, and 
thought they might do with very great Safety, 


in which I make no Doubt they will meet with 


Lenity and Compaſſion from your Honours. 

I humbly beg Leave to aſſure your Honours, 
that nothing but the Reflection of the Duty I 
owe his Majeſty, your Honours Inſtructions, 
and the ſolemn Oath I have taken, could in- 
induce me to bring the Names of ſuch poor 
Men in queſtion, as I have often ſeen, the Sen- 
timents of a celebrated Author, who had a hap- 
py Talent in the Similitude of Men and Things, 
verified, 


That Juſtice gives Sentence often times 
On—one Man for another*s Crimes. 


HuprBRAS. 


1 did 


(33) 
I did not in the leaſt apprehend any Partia- 
lity in your Honours Conduct rightly inform- 
ed, but find by Experience, that, contrary to 
the Rules of the Law of Nature and Nations, a 
Man here cannot have an Opportunity of ſpeak- 
ing for himſelf, and find by the ſame Experi- 
ence, that depending upon other Men's Vera- 
city, and the Candour of their Reports may be 

very fallacious, for Reaſons very obvious; 
For, | * | 


Did not the Jury ſpend their Verdift, 
As if they felt the Cauſe, not heard it. 


If Men come into Employments with no 
other View than to proſtitute their Conſciences, 
and trample upon the Laws of the Land, by 
making, what they call, the moſt of their 
Places, and prompted by the Luſt of Gain, 
to take all Manner of Methods, without 
any RefleCtion, to be appointed to as many good 
Ships as they can make Intereſt for, without re- 
carding in the leaſt how they are to be deliver- 
ed, or what becomes of the King or Merchant's ' 
Intereſt : I ſay, if ſuch ſort of Principles are en- 
couraged, I humbly ſubmit the Conſequence 


thereof to your Honours Conſideration, and 


how dangerous it may be for a Man of Reflec- 
E tion 


rs (34) 
tion to be in Partnerſhip with a Felon of this 
Stamp: . A | 


He that has but Impadence, 

Ta all Ibings has a fair Pretence, 

A Place amongſt his Wants but Shame © 
To all the W, orld he lays his Claim. 


1 have always been conpunted and chankful, 
for whatever Ships your Honours have been 
pleaſed to appoint me to, without troubling you 
with importuning Letters, or Solicitations, or 
any other low Means of having them procured 
for me, when IIlneſs has rendered me incapable 
of doing my Duty, I have requeſted to be 
ſtruck off, rather than any of my Brother-Ot- 
ficers ſhould have Reaſon to complain of do- 
ing my Duty for me, and have paid a Bro- 


Brother Officer for doing my Duty upon one 


Ship whilſt 1 have been at Work upon another, 
rather than the Merchant ſhould have any Rea- 
| ſon for Complaint; and however juſt ſome 
Steps I have lately taken, would upon a fair 
and impartial Enquiry appear, yet I am ſenſible 
of its having raiſed ſuch a Spirit of Perſecution 
and Oppoſition, that the Regions both above 
and below have been ranſacked, and even tor- 


tured to find out Matter of Accuſation againſt 
me z 


We 
me; but may it pleaſe your Honours, I chal- 
lenge the moſt induſtrious of my Enemies to 
prove any one ſingle Act of Fraud, Colluſion, 
or wilful Neglect of my Duty from the firſt Day 
of my entering under your Honours Directions, 
and make no Doubt but that any malicious Ef- 
forts or Inſinuations, that has, or may be 
brought againſt me before your Honours, will 
be treated with a Contempt ſuitable to the Dig- 
nity and Humanity of your honourable Board. 

In Denmark, once one of the freeſt Nations 
upon the Face of the whole Globe ; (but now 
quite the reverſe) even there | every Man has the 
Privilege of pleading his own Cauſe in propria 
Perſona, and Pity it is, neither that nor a Hear- 
ing can be obtained in Old England. | 

I am extremely ſorry, that the Injuries,” and 
unprecedented Inſults offered me in my Station, 
and ſome Conduct in thoſe a Step above me, 
ſhould draw from me Things of ſuch Length 
and Numbers, as I am too ſenſible may be trou- 
bleſome to your Honours, and beg Leave to 
conclude in the Words of the royal Pſalmiſt, 
Draw me, O Lord, out of the Net that they bave 
privily laid for me, for thou art my Strength. 
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Am ſorry that the — Sallies of ill 
Treatment I have met withal ſince I was ſo 
unfortunate as to lay ſome Matters before your 
Honours, ſhould make it unayoidably neceſſary 
for me to trouble your Honours again * the 
ſame Occaſions. a 
Some Days ſince Mr. e of thei Lal 
S rs Office, -acquainted me with a Mi- 
nute from your honourable Board, that it was 
your Pleaſure I ſhould be reprimanded by that 
Office, for not re-weighing upwards of forty 
Bundles of Hemp, which was delivered at 
Smith's Wharf, by two Weighers without 
the Preſence of a Land-Waiter, the Cir- 
cumſtances which my Duty to your Honours, 
and my own Safety,. obliged me to lay before 
your Honours, the 1oth of September laſt ; this 
is the firſt Time 1 was acquainted with any 
Reſolutions of your honourable Board, fince 1 
laid the Affair of Merchant M re's Entry 
before you, and have Reaſon to believe, that 
was there any Determination of your Honours 
L 


nm 
in Reſpect to the ſeveral Applications I have 
been obliged to make to my mne Z 


ſhould hear of it ſonner. - ” 

In Refpect to the Neglect above hal 
I humbly beg leave to ſatisfy your ot oy 
giving the true State of that Affair. 


There was a certain Machine, called a Track; 5 
being a broad Board with four Wheels under, 
which was conſtantly laid by the Scale, and 
upon which the Bundle was ſhifted as ſoon 
as weighed, and drawn off by a Horſe to ſome 
Warehouſe at a conſiderable Diſtance from the 
Wharf; For, b 

Your Honours * very wel; imagine, that 
the Merchants, or their Agents would hardly 
ſuffer ſuch a Quantity of ſo valuable a Com- 
modity, as Hemp, lye expoſed to the Hazard of 
the Weather at that Time of the Year, where 
there is no Manner of Covering; and then, 
how was it poſſible for me, to weigh the next 
Day after Delivery? | 
When the Land Surveyors were examining 
this Aﬀair, they laid a Streſs upon this very 
Point; and, I gave them the very ſame Rea- 
ſon, which I have now the Honour of laying 
before you, and which the Captain of the Ship, 
and the Hemp-porter being 3 could no 
Ways deny. il 


As 


detected ſome of their Band a little before that 


| Hees did trouble me, I had Thoughts of bearing 


Juſtificarion of his own Conduct and a Diſcre- 


as 
- As to the Captain of the Ship, I preſume 
he was acquainted, that the Matter of his 
Complaint to me, might turn out dangerous 
to himſelf, which poſſibly he did not know, 
before he had a Word from the Wiſe, — And, 
therefore, I —_ him ready to preyaricate, if 
he could. | 
As to the ene porters, I could expect no 
Favour from them, but the contrary, becauſe 1 


Time, endeavouring to wrong Mr. Merchant 
Fonereau of five hundred Weight of fine Flax 
of large Value; for which he returned me 
Thanks, being the only Reward I expected. 
And although the Report of the above- men- 
tioned Minute, and ſome other ill - natured Of- 


all without troubling your Honours any more. 
Did not Mr. Ps come into the Land-waiters 
Office, and make uſe of it in an inſulting 
and loud Manner, as a Mark of your Honours 


dit -of mine. 
As I have put the whole Iſſue of che Matters 

J have had the Honour to lay before your 
Honours, always upon the Teſtimony of other 
People upon a fair and impartial hearing, and 
that I have troubled your Honours, with nothing 
bur 


439) 


but what was merely Official, and in Support 
of -the Privileges and Dignities of your Board, 
and the Duty of my own Employment, I kum- 
bly hope your Honours will conſider it in its 
natural Simplicity, and make a Difference be- 
tween a Perſon laying an irregular Entry before 
you, in Order to ſuffer the Merchant to'amend 
his Entry if thought fit, or to direct the Law 
to take place in a ſuitable Manner to the Occa- 
ſion, and a Perſon or Perſons difcharging theſe 
Goods from the King's Watch contrary to Law, 
their Duty to the King, your Honours In- 
ſtructions, and even common Senſe and Pre- 

I humbly hope your Honours will be pleaſed 
to take the Matter ſo far into your Conſide- 
ration, as in a cuſtomary Manner, to let your 
Pleaſure be known in the Offices, That thoſe 
who tranſgreſs it (if you find any ſuch) ſhall 
not in Confidence of their great Intereſt and 
Support, juſtify ſuch their Conduct, by Inſuks ' 
and Abuſe ; being the humble Requeſt of, 


Tour Honours. &c. 
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The Information of Maurice Butler, of the 
Pariſh of Saint Margaret Patten, in the 
City of London, Land-Waiter, taken this 

SY 3th Day of February, 1748, 


HI 8 Ifoerhane maketh Oath, and ſaith, 
that he, this Informant, on the twenty- 
ſeventh Day of Auguſt laſt paſt, was duly 
appointed in Partnerſhip with Vaughan Philips, 
a King's Waiter, for Delivery of the Ship 
Rowland, from Leghorn ; Thomas Brookes, Com- 
mander; as one of the Land-Waiters belonging 
to his Majeſty's Cuſtoms in the Port of London. 
And this Deponent further faith, that on or 
about the ſeventeenth Day of September laſt 
paſt, he this Deponent, together with the ſaid 
Vaughan Philips, being in a certain Warhouſe, 
near the Cyſtom-Houſe of London, taking an 
Account of ſeveral Caſks of [talian Kid Skins, 
in the Hair, entered by Warrant, in the 
- Names of Willing and Caldwell, Merchants 
in the ſaid Ship; and on ſettling the Account 
thereof, the ſaid Vauban Philips, propoſed to 
this Informant, to ſet down in the ſaid Ship's 
Book, wherein an Account is uſually taken of 
the Ship's Cargo by the Land-Waiter's, and 
King's Waiters) one hundred Italian Kid Skins 


in 


* 7 | f 
ai eie chan the real Number of Skins 


contained in one of the aforeſaid Caſks g 70 
which, Propeſal of the ſaid Vaughan Philips 
this Informant making a Demurr, and refuſing 
to comply, the faid YVeughay Philips zeplied, 
and ſwore; he did every Thing in the Face 
of the Sun. And this Informant further ſaith, 
that the faid Vauban Philips, accordingly did 
enter down in his aid Ship's Books, to this Infor- 
mant's beſt Remembrance and Belief, one hun- 
dred Italian Kid Skins in the Hair, contained 
in one of he ſaid Caſks, leſs than there really: 
were therein : Which Tranſaction, as this In- 
formant humbly conceiv es, was an apparent 
Fraud, and dane with an Intent to wrong his 
Majeſty of his ſaid Duties. And this Informant 
on his Oath further faith, that on or about 
the twelfth Day of the ſaid Month of September” 
laſt, the ſaid Vaugban Philips, and this In- 
formant, having received a Warrant in the 
Name of Moſes Moutifiori; of London, Mer- 

chant; containing; amongſt other Merchandize, 

eight Caſks, containing by the Entry twelve 

hundred Weight of what was called in che 
ſaid Warrant, Gum Almends, Value twelve 

Pounds; but this Informant, apprehending 
there were no ſuch Spegies of Gum in Reality, 

and this Informant reſerring to the Land Sur 
F veyors, 
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en ſuch Inſpection, informing this Informant, 


©; AG 
veyors, and defiring ſome of them to inſpe& 
the Book of Rates, to know if there were any 
ſuch Commodity-; and the ſaid Land Surveyors 


there was no ſuch Denomination of ſuch Drug 
mentioned in the ſaid Book of Rates; this 
Informant communicated his Opinion therein to 
the ſaid Yaughan Phillips, his Partner, propoſing 
to him to ſtop the ' ſaid Gums for an irregular 
Entry, but he making flight of the Affair, and 
going away as diſſatisfied, but returning ſome 


time after wards to this Informant (while 


upon Duty) in Company with Mr. Keene, a 
Land Surveyor, with another Perſon in their 


Company, whom they called Doctor, (to this 


Informant unknown) and the ſaid Mr. Keene 


having cauſed one of the aforeſaid Caſks . of Bt 


Gums to be opened, and after inſpecting 
thereof and taking a Sample, and this Informant 
doing the ſame, the ſaid Perſon called Doctor, 
as this Informant beſt remembers, on being 
aſked what Sort of Gum he thought it to be, 
replied in his Opinion, *rwas Gum-arabick z' 
and on this Informant's aſking the ſaid Doctor, 


whether he thought the ſame to be Gum- 
almonds; replied, he knew no ſuch Gutn, and 


ſaid Mr. Keene, together with the ſaid Vaughan 


Philips, this Informant's Partner, and the ſaid 
Doctor 


N 
Doctor geing away from the ſaid Key, and 
leaving this Informant with the Huſband of 
the ſaid Ship at Work, and Henry Hafeell, 
the Merchant's Agent, coming to this Inform- 
ant ſome time afterwards, and telling this In- 
formant, that his Partner Vaughan Philips, and 
the Land Surveyor were willing to diſcharge 
the ſaid Gum, provided this Informant would 
give his Conſent; this Informant made Anſwer 5 
he could not comply with that Reſolution, 
and defired him the ſaid Agent to bring the 
Invoice of the ſaid Commodity from the Mer- 
chant to this Informant, with which he did 
not comply ; whereupon this Informant put 
the ſaid Gum under the Charge of the King's 
Watch, or aWeigher, with a Broad Arrow upon 
each Caſk, and laid the Circumſtances of the 
ſaid Affair before his Majeſty's Commiſſioners 
of the Cuſtoms, and this Informant received 
his Report back, at the Foot of which was 
wrote, Keep Hands on thoſe Goods, and ſigned 
hy the Commiſſioners Order, William Wood, 
a true Copy whereof, c. is hereto annexed ; 
but in the interim, the {aid Gum was carried 
away by the ſaid Merchant's. Agent or Agents, 
and were diſcharged by the ſaid Vaughan Phil. 
lips, and a Land Surveyor, as the ſaid Agent 


informed this Informant, and which this In- 
F 2 for mant 


formant believes to be true; whereby this In- 
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formant. was diſabled from proſecuting the Duty 
of his Employment, to effekt which, this In- 
formans humbly appre ends 1s contrary to the 


| Laws of his Majeſty's Cuſtoms in this King- 
dom. And this Informant upon his Oath, 


further faith, that on or about the tenth Day 
of September aſt paſt, this Informaat, and the 
ſaid Vauę ban Phillips his Partner, being upon 
Galley Key near the Cuſtom- Houſe, weighing 


or taking an Account of the Contents of a 
| Warrant, in the Name of Peter. Paradice, 


out of the ſaid Ship Rowland, and Part of the 


Entry about three hundred Weight of Sauſages 
(being in the Scale in Parcels of about ſe- 


venty-two, wrapped up in thin Paper) this 
Informant's Partner, Vaughan Phillips, before 
the Weight was properly adjuſted, carried away 
about five Pound Weight of the ſaid Sauſages, 
telling this Informant to ſet Gown three hun- 
dred Weight, when the real Weight was to the 
beſt of this Informant's Remembrance, and 
Belief, three hundred Weight, and twenty-five 


5 Pounds, which Tranſaction put this Informant 


under great Difficulty, not knowing neither 
how to adjuſt the Weight, nor ſettle the Tare; 
therefore was obliged to leave that Part of his 
Duty unfiniſhed. And this Informant further 

ſaith, 


65 9 A 
faith, this Informant being in Partnerſhip a8 
Land Waiter with the faid Vaugban Phillips, 


upon a certain Ship called the Saciety from Riga, 
Edward Auſtin, Commander ; and this Inform 
3 ant, on or about the twelſth of the ſaid Month 
W of Seprember,, going. 10 u Place called Smith's 
Wharf in the County of Surry,..at the Re- 
queſt of the ſaid Captain Auſtin, in order to 
ſee ſome Bundles of Hemp weighed, Part of 
the Cargoe of the ſaid Ship Society, and en- 
tred by Warrant, by Meſſrs. Muilman, Mar- 
tin, and others; he, this Informant, found 
two Weighers by the Name of Prizebard and 
Huſſey, there doing both the Duty of Weighers 
and Land-Waiters, by weighing Bundles of 
Hemp to the Number of about forty, (to this 
Informant's beſt Remembrance and Belief). and 
taking an Account without the Preſence of a 
Land- Waiter ; -and this Informant demanding 
of them the ſaid Pretebard and Huſſey, the 
Reaſon why they did weigh the ſaid Bundles of 
Hemp without the Land-Waiter, contrary to 
their Duty, they the ſaid Pritchard and Huſſey; 
or one of them, made anſwer, they, had received 
their Orders from: this Informants ſaid: Partner 
for ſo doing, which Anſwer being, confirmed 
by the ſaid Captain Auſtin, this Informant ve- 
rily believes the ſame to be true, and which 
Tranſaction this Informant laid a; few Days 
afterwards before his Majeſty's Commiſſioners 
| of 
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of hs Cuftoms. And this Triforthatt further 


faith, that he humbly apprehends the above 
Tranſa&ions to be quite inconſiſtent with the 
Duty of him, the ſaid Vaugban Philips. And 
this Informant upon his Oath, further ſaith, 


that on or about the eighteenth Day of Sep- 


tember abovementioned, this Informant and the 
faid Vaughan Philips his Partner, being taking 
an Account of [talian Kid Skins in the Hair, 
entered either in the Name of Michael Hatton, 
or Arnold, and Buckle, Merchants in the above- 


. mentioned Ship ,Rowland, from Leghorn, the 


ſaid Vaugban Phillips, his Partner, did propoſc 
to this Informant, to ſet down ſome Number 
of Skins Jeſs, than the Contents of ſome or 
one of the Caſks then delivering, which Num- 
ber this Informant cannot now certainly remem- 

ber; neither can he with Certainty ſet forth, 
what Number of Skins, he, the ſaid Vaughan 
Phillips his Partner, did actually enter down 
in his Book, this Informant being then in a great 


Hurry of Buſineſs, and called upon by ſeveral 


Metchants to have their Goods delivered. 
And laſtly, this Informant on his Oath, further 
faith, that he doth not make this Informati- 
on out of any Malice, III-will or Hatred, which 
he hath or beareth towards the ſaid Vaughan 
Phillips ; but only for the Preſervation of his 
Place in his Majeſty's ſaid Cuſtoms, and to 
protet himſelf from all Damages which may 


happen 


( 
to him, by the n ofthe thi 


Board of Commiſſioners, and. ſeveral Remon- 

ſtrances, deſiring to be heard before them 
touching thole Tranſactions, and ſome more 
I had to ſay concerning the ſame Perſon and 
his Management, I might have expected ſuch a 
Hearing, according to the Uſage of the Om 
H——e heretofore, and common Reaſon; and 
that the two Merchants therein mentioned, the 
Captain of the Ship, the two Weighers, the 
Hemp - Porters, and any other concerned, ſhould 
be examined before the Board; but inſtead of 
which Mr. S—y of the L——=d 8 —— 78 
Office, called to me one Morning ſome time 
afterwarwards ; telling me that their Office, 
meaning the L——d S————r's had Orders 
from the Board of Commiſſioners, to reprimand 
me for neglecting to reweigh the Bundles of 
Hemp mentioned in the Affidavit, and which was 
weigh'd and carried off by a Man and Horſe the 


this very Matter, I proved by the Teſtimony 
of Captain Auſtin, and the Hemp-Porters, ſome 


Days before, when it was obejected to me, 
in 


W taper 

: Paughan Philips. + el £1902 3 TA lamegant 4 
J „ e de 
. 85 n this 1 3th Day o 1 10 10 

a 4148, at 25 Chambers in Sergeants- | by X 

: lun, in Chancery-Lane, beſor sg | 
: B. Parker. , 1 082 IF 223 Dy eV \ 

; As I had laid the. FE Tranfaftions © con- 

: tained in the above Affidavit, before the 
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Day before I went upon Duty to that Wharf; 


was drawn into this Tranſaction, by the Pre- 


(4) 


| in that Otfier; which ſhews, What Sort uf at 


impartial Report thoſe ſage Dames of the A 
S ＋ s Office, made to the Board of Com- 
miſſioners; or if they made a juſt one, the 
C—t G—n Sentence ſent down G—» 
— 2, Eſq; P t. Ik thoſe good Ma- 
trons of the 1. — d S— —r's Office, in- 
ſtead of pronouncing! a ſenſeleſs, unreaſonable 
Sentence upon me for not doing what was Im- 
poſſible, (as T have ſhown above) had acquaint- 
ed their Superiors, that the forry-two Bundles 
of Hemp, as ſet forth in the Affidavit, was by 
the Laws of the Revenue forfeited, or the Value; 
and the Maſter of the Ship to pay one hundred 
Pounds Penalty, which in the whole, amount- 


ed to upwards of fix” hundred Pounds, for 


being landed without the Preſence of a proper 
Officer, and even without a Sufferance. If 
they had acquainted me with this, inſtead of 


their old Woman's Sentence, this would have 


ſhewn that they knew ſomething of the Laws 
the of C——ms ; this I knew and could tell 
them, and might likewiſe proſecute both Mer- 
chant and Captain, by Statute Law; but God 
forbid !.T ſhould rake ſuch an Advantage of an 
innocent Merchant, who knew nothing of the 
Matter, and 'the ignorant Captain, who had 
no other Defign but to clear his Ship; and 


ſumption of an Officer, who neither regarded 
4 | p Duni rohr. 426TH . 
1 his 
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his Oath or Duty to the King, the Cenſure of = 2 
which I ſubmit to my Superior s. Gar WA 

And here let me caution all Maſters of Ships 0H oft 
and their Mates, and all Merchants and — 
Agents, never to land any Merchandize wit 4 
out the Preſence of a proper Officer, and a 3 ea 
ferance where required, for the Reaſons above? 

And here let it be noted, that when I _— 
the Quantity of Gum mentioned in the b 
davit above, I made a Diſtinction betwixt ho- 
neſt Engliſh Merchants, and a Ship ine rg 
drawn into Penalties and Forfeitures, by the In 4777 oth | 
diſcretion of an Officer, and a ſmuggling 7 0 1 4 4, 
importing a Commodity under fictitious Names e 
and in full Breach of the Act of Navigation?” 4 
which ought to be preſerv'd in all its Parts A» 
it being one of the moſt beneficial that eve 5 3 
was made for the Engliſh Subjęcts; this Gu Py 2 
being the Growth of Africa) brought front 
thence (as I have Reaſon to believe) by the , 
French, who beat us out of that Gum Trade- 4 
its well known many Tears ſince, and _/ 8 
ſent from France to the Port of WY Tee 4 


in Italy, arid imported here, and ſeiz'd 10 
time of open War, it being a double For erer ! 
ture; the diſcharging which, and the Circung g | 
ſtances attending it, pray fee in its proper Place Sago 
only let it be noted that my good Partner, and a WL 
L—d-S—r,diſcharged it without my Knowled 

The Reader may be pleaſed to obſerve dhe ee. 


foregoing Affidavit is the Ground of the Off 1 29 
cer's Complaint, the _ of the Revenue be L, 42 
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gate, 
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ing very ſevere againſt any Man guilty of any 
of theſe Crimes ſworn to therein, the Penalty be- 
ing no leſs than the immediate Loſs of Employ- 
ments, a heavy Fine, Impriſonment, and an In- 
capacity of ſerving his Majeſty for ever after- 
wards. 
 2dly. Be pleaſed to obſerve that the Captali 
of the Ship Society, made a regular Complaint 
to me, that he was obliged to attend the whole 
Day and the next Morning, till I got there to 
ſee the Hemp weighed ; becauſe, as he ſaid, he 
could not Truſt the Weighers, who mit he, 
for the Sake of a little Drink or Money, 
given by the Hemp-Porters, or any other, 
wrong him of his Freight, and if he ſhould be 
wronged of his Weight much more the King of 
his Duty. 
3dly, And pray obſerve, that after that Com- 
plaint made, the Captain himſelf, and all his 
Ship's Crew, the Weighers, Wharfingers, the 
Hemp-Porters, or any idle Stander-by, all or 
any of them might go and inform againſt me for 
even conniving at thoſe Tranſactions, and have 
a Reward for ſo Doing; I therefore had no other 
Way of guarding againſt ſuch Dangers, but to 
lay the Matter before the Commiſſions to ſaye 
the Tenour of my Oath, and my Reputation, 
N. B. There was allowed the Merchant on 
Quantity of Skins abovementioned, with Ap- 
probation of the Land Surveyors, 4644 Skins 
for Damage, 1n the uſual Manner ; fo that the 
; the 


* 


, | - Reaſon of giving away the King's Duty 8 


eaſy to underſtand. 
And as to eight Caſks of the Gum I had put in 


| Charge, that Tranſaction is worthy of Note, it 

being the moſt arbitrary, I dare fay, and unpre- 
cedented that ever happened fince the Cuſtoms 
were firſt eſtabliſhed, not by Accident or Miſ- 
take, but by open Violence, the L——d- 
S———rs being publickly acquainted there- 
with, and afterwards the Circumſtance being 
by me, laid before the Commiſſioners, and 
their Order for keeping Hands on the Goods, in 
anſwer to my Repreſentation, dated the 1576 

of September, 1748. 

I dare ſay no body can imagine that an Affair 
of ſuch Conſequence to the King and the Of- 
ficer, as at leaſt near two thouſand Paunds value, 
could be huddled up and ſpirited away in Defi- 
ance of Law, the common Uſage of the Cuſtoms 
and common Juſtice, and after Remonſtrating 
tor a whole Year, ſhould end in the Suſpenſion 
of the Officer, for no other Reaſon that he could 
hear of but doing his Duty to the King and the 
Publick, and the promoting beyond Meaſure 
thoſe that, with their open Eyes, committed thoſe 
Crimes in Breach of the Law of the Land, good 
Manners, civil Society, and all Rule and Or- 
der. I ſhall paſs no particular Cenſure upon 
theſe Tranſactions, but let all the Reſt of the 
World paſs theirs as they think fit; and pro- 


ceed to ſhow the many Abſurdities and Irregu- 
G 2 larities 


(52 ) 
larities attending it. 1ſt, That the Gum in 
Queſtion, which was near twelve hundred 
| Weight neat, was valued at the Oath of the Mer- 
chant's agent, but at twenty Shillings per Hun- 
dred, whereas I myſelf have often paid at the 
Rate of five Pounds per Hundred for it, at the 
Druggiſts, whereby the King was at leaſt de- 
frauded of three fifths of his Duty; and the 
Means taken from me of ſeeing his Majeſty had 
Right done him. 

24ly. I was deprived of an Opportunity of 
Examining all the Caſks, that there was no Con- 
cealment in any of them, they coming from the 
Port of Laghorn in Italy, where many rich Com- 

modities, that pays a high Duty, come from. 
34ly, That I was deprived of Emptying the 
Caſk, and taking the Tare and Weight thereof to 
know the Quantity of neat Gum, and putting 
the Weight and Tare down in my Ship's-Book, 
as is the Practice always, and without which no 
Land-Waiter can know how to do-right to the 
King or Merchant, or compleat his Book to pals 
the Jerquer*s-Office, to whom I appeal for the 
Truth; and laſtly made it doubtful how I ſhould 
proſecute the Ship and Cargo, in behalf of his 
Majeſty and myſelf, and although the L—d- 
S— -rs had ſigned a Tare for the Caſk of 
Gum in my Partner's Book, I am very cer- 
tain they would not indulge me, in that Reſpect, 
were it my. Caſe, ſo that, according to the old 
Proverb, it may be more tolerable for one May 
ts 


1 C33 )- | 

to fleal a Horſe, than for another to look' over" a 

Hedge. For | Wo 
Will not Fear, Favour, Bribe and Grudge, 
The ſame Thing ſeveral Ways adjudge. 


A true Copy of Mr. Wm. Woed, Secretary 
to the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, 
Dated the 4th of February, 1748. 


R. Butler, Land-waiter, is ordered to at- 
tend the Board with his Book, not deli- 
livered to the Jerquers, on Thur/day next. 


By order of the Commiſſioners, 
Wm. Wood. 


In obedience to the above Order, I attended 
all the Day appointed till the Board was up, and 
although I ſent, by the Door-keeper, to ac- 

- quaint their Honours that I did attend, yet 
could neither be heard nor ſeen by the Board, 
but Mr. S——y a, coming to me and 
making uſe of ſome Arguments which I thought 
I had reaſoned out of Countenance often before, 
concluded that I muſt give up my Book of the 
Ship Roland to the L—d-S——rs; I replied, 
that I came to attend the Board, according to 
his own Letter, that the L—d-S——rs had had 
the ſame Book with all the warrants thereunto 
belonging, in their Poſſeſſion for a Fortnight ; 
that I had it from them, but the Day before, 
which was long enough to make a Report to the 

Board, 
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Board, if their Duty to. the King and Juſtice to 


me had been the proper Object of their Curioſi- 
ty. But that I was ſorry to obſerve it appeared 
to me quite contrary z and as the Long · Neglect 
of the Commiſſioners, enquiring into the 
Truth and Conſequence of my Complaint, and 
giving me Relief therein, my own Safety had 
made it unavoidably neceſſary for me to record 
my Allegations in the Court of Exchequer, a 
Copy of which I had ſent the Board, that as I 
was now upon my Oath, and my Book being 
one of the chief Supports of my Allegations, 
I muſt renew my Requeſt to the Board, that 
my Book may remain with me until the Mat- 
ters in Queſtion were properly adjuſted, and his 
Majeſty and myſelf done right unto ; ſo there 
ended the Commiſſioners Commands and my 
Attendance. 

The Jerquers are Officers who examine the 
Land-waiters Ships-Books, from the four diffe- 


rent Quarters of the Globe, to ſee that all the re- 


ſpective Warrants are duly executed, Poſt En- 


Offices every King's Waiter and Land- waiter 
ought to clear their Books at the End of every 
Quarter, and muſt, before they can have their 
Certificate fign'd by thoſe Jerquers, in order to 
receive their Sallary ; and here let me note, is 
one of the great Abuſes of partial Diſtribution 
of Ships; for the poor Man, deſtitute of Favour 
or Friends to get good Ships, muſt have his lit- 

tle 


tries made, and all the Duties paid, and in thoſe 
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tle Salary to maintain his Family and himſeif, 
and at his own Trouble and coſt clear his Book, 
and often the Books of thoſe great Favourites, if 
by chance he ſhould happen to get upon any Ship 
with them, and they ſhall go Years without 
clearing theirs z and why, their Pockets are welt 
filled. 


So God bleſs the King. 


May it pleaſe your Honours. 


T is now almoſt a Year fince the Conduct 
of Mr. Y——— P——s, in the Deli- 
very of the Ship Rowland, Ic. occaſioned my 
laying ſome Matters before your Honours for 
= your Conſideration, and as thoſe Matters. would 
= not ſo clearly and properly be made appear to 
= your Honours (had I been heard) without the 
Ship's-Books, and the Teſtimony of Perſons con- 
cern'd, I did all in my Power to preſerve thoſe 
Evidences for your Satisfaction, and as I could not 
command Mr. Phillip*s Books, nor the Warrants 
he had got in his Cuſtody, I conſtantly offer'd 
the proper Jerquer, Mr. Biggleſton, my own 
Books, and invited Mr. Phillips to do the fame, 

in which I could never prevail *till laſt Week, 
when I cited him by Writing, after which he has _ 
thought proper to deliver in his Books and. the 
Warrants along with mine; it might have been 
repreſented 


N 
repreſented to your Honours, that I refuſed to 
deliver my Books to the ſaid Jerquer; but I ap- 
peal to himſelf, whether I did not conſtantly ten- 
der them ; and whether I did not, the firſt of 
| Fanuary laſt, deliver in Writing to him, in or- 
der to be laid before your Honours the Reaſons 
why I could not fign my Book in the uſual 
Form, and if he did not lay that writing before 
your Honours, he did not do me that Juſtice 
he ought to have done. 

Your Honours, in your great Humanity, will, 
I hope, take into your Conſideration the great 
Hardſhip of depriving me and my Family of the 
Benefit that ſhould accrue from my little Em- 
ployment for ſo long a Space of Time, and were 
I conſcious of being guilty of any Tranſaction 
inconſiſtent with my Duty to the King, the 
Laws of the Revenue, and your Honours In- 
ſtructions, no Man could be more ſorry ; but if, 
on a fair and impartial Examination, I am ſtill 
able to make the contrary appear, I hope your 
Honours will hear and determine according to 
Equity and common Juſtice. 

The Jerquer is now pleaſed to tell me in Bar 
to ſigning my Certificate for my Salary, that he 
cannot examine thoſe Books theſe three Months, 
which, I am ſure, might be done in half the 
Space of three Hours, and as the Books are now 
in his Cuſtody, I humbly hope your Honours 
will be pleaſed to enquire into the Conduct of 
each Officer in diſcharging their Duty, by com- 


paring . 


— 


paring the Books. "*which a few Minutes, I am | 
confident, will decide to your Honours Satisfac- 
tion; and I have Reaſon to Hope your Ho- 
nours will readily take into your Conſideration, 
that thoſe who are innocent, may not ſuffet for 
the guilty, which is humbly ſubmitted. by 
Your Honours moſt obedient 
and moſt humble Servant 

Mau. Butler. 


To the honourable the Commiſſioners 
of his Majeſty's Cuſtoms. 
A Copy of this ſent into the Board of 


Commiſſioners, Sept. 1, 1749. 


A true Copy of a Letter to Samuel Meade, 
Eſq; one of the honourable Commiſſioners 


of his Majeſty's Cuſtoms. 


Honoured Sir, 


Beg Leave to acquaint you that 1 have wrote 
myſelf out this Morning, and bum ſub⸗ 
mit the reſt, being 

Cuſtom-Houſe, Your Honours moſt obedient 
Sept. 22, 1749. humble Servant 9-4 
Mau. Butler. 
The Reader is deſir'd to underſtand that 
there is a Book in the Land- Surveyor's Office 
call'd the Book of Outs, wherein the Land- 
Waiters do write their Names, and Day of 
the Month when they have diſcharged all the. 
Ships they have been appointed too; the Keys 
are denominated the upper, middle, and lower 
H | Stations, 


Stations; the Land- Surveyors are to have three 
Liſts made daily, to anſwer theſe three Stations, 
with the Number of Land-Waiters or King's 
Waiters (being all the ſame in reſpect to Duty) 
upon each Station, as alſo the Number of Ships 
each Officer ſtand upon; that che appointing 
Commiſſioner may the better know how to di- 
ſtribute the Ships he has to appoint, and thoſe 
Land-Surveyors, who were before Land- Wai- 
ters themſelves, by right are not to intermeddle or 
influence the Commiſſioners to give Ships to one 
Land- Waiter, to the Prejudice of any other; but 
to tell really and ona fide, the Number and 
Quality of the Ships (if aſk'd) each Officer has 
in Charge; neither ought they ſhitt their Days 
of Office-Duty, becauſe ſuch a L—d-S—-—r has 
an Influence upon ſuch a Commiſſioner, which 
is ſeldom for the right End; the Clerk of the 
Reports in the Long-Room, ought to Jay be- 
tore the appointing Commiſſioners all the Ships 
that Day reported, directly as they ſtand upon 
the King's Books, not to put the firſt laſt, and 
laſt firſt, to ſerve mean Turns, deceive the 
Cin rr, and prejudice one Officer in fa- 
vour of thoſe he has a Mind to ſerve, for Rea- 
ſons well known at the C m H-—e; 
and the C—————5, thoſe who regard Ho- 
nour, Conſcience, and common Juſtice, to di- 
ſtribute according to Number and Value to the 
Officers upon each Station; the King's immedi- 
ate Servants, truſted to their Juſtice, by his Ma- 
jeſty and the Legiſlature; not to heap the greateſt 
Number, and all the good Ships upon Favou- 
rites, whilſt others have few or none, very often 
to the great Detriment of the Crown, and 


not unfrequently the Merchant, which poſ- 
ſibly 


ſibly 1 may ſhew more at large hereafter: 
W 2; 1 had delivered my Book into the proper er- 

quer's Office according to the Purport of the fore- . 

going Letter to the Board, and had my Certifi- 
cate from all the four Jerquers, I had great Rea- 
ſon to expect that the above addreſſed Letter 
would induce that worthy Gentleman to put 
me upon Buſineſs, and after the Appointment 
was over and found I was kept off, 1 deſired to 
ſpeak to Capt. Meage, who had the Humanity 


W to keep me in waiting till the Board was up, and 


then told me the S------r did not put me upon 
the Liſt ; I put him in mind of my Letter to 
him that Morning, which he did not deny, and 
I hoped he would call the S------ r to an Ac- 
count for doing me that Wrong, and putting 
that Slight upon himſelf ; he told me he could 
not ſtay to hear long Stories, and ſo he went 
away; and when I ſpoke to Mr. G—, the 
L--d-S----r, he ſaid the C- mm- rs had not re- 
ſtored me, ſo that the Ball was banded from 
one to the other; the Conduct of this Gentleman 
was the more ſurprizing to me (if a Man is to + 
be ſurprized at any Thing) that he made me an 
honourable Promiſe of his Friendſhip when: I 
firſt became an Officer, and really the Friend- 
ſhip was not much worn out in fix Years Time, 
but the old Proverb ſays, Promiſes and Pye- 
Cruſt are to broke and kept ; my Patroneſs was 
dead and Friends out of C—t; but, in reality, 
I never underſtood any Promiſe from him, or 
any other Gentleman at the Board, but What 
was conſiſtent with their Honour and Equity. 
It any extraordinary Reſentment ſhould ap- 

pear in my Expreſſions, I hope the Aggrava- 
tions will be conſidered, it being no leſs than the 

depriving 
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155 ſober virwons "Final 

| Wea daily "Bread and their Suppbrcet o 
1 . * © Ppration ; nor do I know any other: method 20 
fd attack bad Principles and Actions, than by eh 
a. X gp. 8 fung thoſe Who practiſe ſuch to public View 
> +.-*- "the end, that Men of Honor and Wiſdom. ll 
Know them, and the weak minded by valth 
mmockedd at their baleful monſtrous A ae 
EC. - "hi avoid them. The facetious D-— 8 
8 choſe to encbunter Vice With Mirth:; But bo 
_ "in Patriot Divine beet! forely Wounded, 1 20 


* ſtion Whether his good Temper” would*hol 

1 ; 4 a8 to make hi Walk merry Ws 
B o0l: K. 9 
* Ihoſe who' teur dect into Pg wer bs 
| 8 _Aniſter Practices, generally make uſe 97 it 

18 - Xtibir own bad Put poſes, neither regarding tht 
| 3 « Feit of God or common Humanity; nor the Wal 
| denounced "againſt thoſe who call Evil Goody 
and Good Evil. Like Juſtice 673, who colts 
— demned the Proſecutor and acquitted the Robb 
1 None but the moſt daſtardly Coward will ew 


—— c to deſtroy or oppreſs 4 brave, | 
M-an, becauſt hie dare be ſo, and wainta 
Poſt uncorrupt: Nor none hat he moſt "ol 
rupt will undertake to conceal or Juſtify the baſe! 

Actions of a perjured Wretch, to the.'greal 

3 Hurt of Men and Families, becauſe he is bil 

Creature. I . | 
And if the uſe of the Engliſh Piſtol, or the A 

ian Stilletto in the Hands of a Bravo, can be 

_ any ways jultified, certainly it moſt be vp 

ſuch 1 Occaſions. © a 
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